American Hophornbeam
Ostrya virginiana
Ironwood

Description: Shade tolerant tree forming and oval or round canopy.

Height: 355 0 6

Leaves: Alternate, simple;26 | on g, half as wide, dark green and hai aentbepeath, mi
veins forking at ends.

Bark: Grayish brown, often broken into narrow, longitudinal strips which are free at each end.

Stems: Slender, dark reddish brown, ofterzag, for the most part smooth and shining.

FIl ower s: Mal e catkins wusually groups in 3s and visible throu¢
Fruit: A onethird inch long nutlet, enclosed in an inflated, membranous, hairy, ovate0% | ong i nv ol u c rrdtofdhops; havee s
sticky hairs

Habitat and Landscape Value:Handsome mediursized trees for lawns, parks, golf courses, naturalized areas, and streets; the species he
formed well in city plantings and very narrow street lawns; once established it makes excellent growth.

Discussion:Hophornbeam has a lovely yellow fall color, and the small nutlets attract birds and mammals during the winter. Tthatfiresly
crown casts a medium or dense shade in full sun, but is more open in the shade casting a light shadow.

Wilmington Example: 2614 W. 18th St.



